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Abstract

In addition to the enacted laws and regulations, urban governance, municipal
councils and its local committees play a vital role in forming the environmental, social
and economic factors in that it directs these scenarios towards sustainable development.
Meanwhile, these factors might seriously impede sustainability if mismanaged.

This paper sheds light on the architectural academic institutions in Kurdistan
Region in terms of architectural heritage and the possibility to employ it as an essential
element to achieve urban sustainability in cities with historical centers with heritage
nature. This will be achieved through examining to what extend undergraduate
architectural engineering students studying in universities in Erbil city, as a case study,
are aware of the importance and value of the architectural heritage, throughout the
phases of the historical development in the city, as a permanent inspiration to draw and
direct the future features of the development of the urban fabric as well as its key role in
the spatial organization and planning to expand the city on the long run.

The findings of the paper showed that there is a need for the expansion of the
architectural academic institutions in Erbil City as well as a need for more teaching of
urban sustainability and providing students with ample and suitable information to bring
theory into practice. Furthermore, the findings also indicated that students take pride in
the urban heritage of their city and they are willing to apply the principles of urban
sustainability in the future projects of urban development as a tool to keep this historical
heritage passed through their ancestors during the time.

Keywords: urban governance, sustainable development, urban sustainability,
urban heritage, perception.
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